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Y7 Threshold Knowledge – Autumn/Spring/Summer term How to support students’ 

learning 

Art Autumn Term 
1. Name 7 of the formal elements. 
2. Select and use mark making techniques to create 

different surfaces and textures. 
3. Use colour theory to make decisions about using 

colour and tone in their work. 
4. Know how to research into the work of an artist. 

  
Spring Term  
Texture -  

5. Know what texture is. 
6. Know how to draw and fabricate texture. 
7. Know how to describe texture. 
8. Describe the work of artists studied in year seven, 

that relate to the formal elements.   
 

Optical art - 
9. Demonstrate how to draw an optical art image. 
10. Use a pen or pencil to draw lines to create 

contrasting shapes/thick lines.  
11. Apply appropriate formal element words to 

analyse and evaluate their own work. 
12. Understand the meaning of cut paper collage. 

  
Summer Term 
Form -  

13. Understand the term form as a formal element.  
14. Understand how to draw and fabricate form. 
15. Know how to describe form using a specialist 

vocabulary. 
16. Describe the work of artists that relate form.  

 
Cells - 

17. Know about the life and work of artist Karen 
Margolis. 

18. Understand the importance of composition and 
how to apply it to abstract art. 

19. Understand techniques to add texture and 
how these can be used in abstract art. 

20. Understand techniques to add tone and how these 
can be used in abstract art.  

 

• For each project your child 
will have a knowledge 
organiser which has all the 
information relating to the 
project.  

• https://theartteacher.net/202
4/01/21/the-formal-
elements-of-art/  
https://mlpp.pressbooks.pub
/encounterswiththeartsartc1
50/chapter/formal-elements-
art/   
(Slightly down the page)    
 

• https://www.nga.gov/educati
onal-resources/elements-
art/elements-art-texture  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesi
ze/guides/zk83vk7/revision/1  
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/
artists/bridget-riley-1845  
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/
art-terms/o/op-art  
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