
POLESWORTH MATTERS
ISSUE 32

Year 13 
Bake Sale

On Thursday 18th April, a group of our sixth form students held a
Bake Sale in the Study Centre in Tomlinson Hall at break and lunch
time to raise money towards the Year 13 Prom 2024. A selection of
bakes were made by our sixth form students and the sale was enjoyed
by both Year 12 and Year 13 students as well as staff members!
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Summer
Festival

We are currently looking for donations from
students, parents/carers and members of the

community:

 - Unwanted gifts
 - Confectionary (with at least 3 months expiry

date)
 - Games, puzzles, toys 

For adults- parents/carers and members of the
community: please drop items to our reception

including alcohol.

 Students- please bring your donations to the
Maths department in Editha.

Donations will used as prizes for a tombola
and to be sold at the festival.

Saturday 15th June 2024
1:00pm - 4:00pm
Free entry to all!
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British Science Week Challenges

Year 11 Prom Tickets

Our Year 11 Prom will be held at Statfold Barn Railway on
Thursday 4th July, arrival from 6:30pm and finish time 11pm.

If you have not purchased a ticket yet, here are some details:

The cost per ticket is £35.00 payable by instalments or as one
payment via ParentPay. Further details regarding paying by
instalments can be accessed via ParentPay.

The British Science Week is run by the British Science Association and is a 10-day celebration
(which took place between 8th - 17th March 2024) of Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM). This year’s theme was TIME.

Students were involved in Science Week challenges which involved being issued 1 of 3 packs;
ramps, cups and sand or cups and water. They were allowed a stop clock for 10 minutes during the
planning stage. 

Students used scientific principles, trial and error and creativity to measure 10 seconds of time. 



Student absence over five school years equates to...
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Student Success
Well done to Laila Heaton in Year 9 for her success at her
latest gymnastics competition. Laila came first and is now the
West Midlands Regional Champion! Laila will now be
representing the West Midlands in the National Competition
in May this year. 

½ a year
of

absence
from

school

Equivalent
of over

19 weeks of
absence 

80%
attendance

Equivalent
of 39 weeks
of absence 

a full
year of

absence
from

school

1 day a week
absent 

Equivalent
of over 

years
missed at

school

10 days holiday
a year 

Equivalent
of 

whole
terms of

education
missed at

school

15 minutes late
a day 

Equivalent
of 

two terms
of

education
missed at

school

½ day a week
absent in

Years 10 and 11

Can mean
the loss of 

grade for
every Level
2 (GCSE or
vocational)

course
taken

85 -90%
attendance

On Thursday 18th April, the Year 8 Netball team competed in
the league against 5 other teams. They showed excellent
commitment and determination throughout the games and
their sportsmanship was exceptional. Notable highlights
include a superb 5-0 victory, unwavering confidence from EM
and AA in GS and GA, and huge individual improvements all
round. Players player of the night was BE.



“Do it again and again.[...].Whatever is
difficult can be done easily with regular

attendance, attention and action.” 
- Israelmore Ayivor
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ATTENDANCE

ATTENDANCE

Showing up is half the battle.

Success is not about being the best. 
It’s about showing up when others

choose to stay home.



Elf the Musical
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Support during exam times
Please find some useful links on
how you can seek support yourself
or how you can support your child,
specifically during exam times:

For guardians:
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
parent/blog/how-to-help-your-
child-manage-exam-stress

For students:
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
young-person/coping-with-
life/exam-stress

Our school production- Elf the
Musical will run 10th - 12th December
2024. 

Auditions will be held on Wednesday
22nd May and will be open to all
students. Please see details below on
how you can audition:
Prepare a song, dance or poem on
your own or with someone else who
you can audition with which must be
no longer than 2 minutes. There are
lots of parts available, not all are
singing and dancing.

See the noticeboard outside I3 for
more information including main
parts and audition ideas or see Mrs
Glover.
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SEND Coffee Afternoons

We are hosting a number of SEND Coffee
Afternoons this academic year for current
parents/carers for the opportunity to meet
with members of the Inclusion Department
in a more informal setting & to discuss your
child's academic & emotional development. 

If you are interested in attending one of
these coffee afternoons, could you please
contact the Inclusion Department by email:
k.taylor@thepolesworthschool.com

The dates of the coffee afternoons will be as
follows:  
Wednesday 8th May: 3:15pm-4:45pm 
Wednesday 19th June: 3:15pm-4:45pm
Wednesday 10th July: 3:15pm-4:45pm

Key Dates 

Monday 6th May
Bank Holiday

Wednesday 8th May
SEND Coffee Afternoon

Thursday 16th May
Year 7 Online Parents Evening

Friday 3rd May - Friday 21st June
Year 11 Exams

Friday 10th May
Booking window for Year 7 Online Parents
Evening closes at 11:55pm

Tuesday 7th May
Booking window for Year 7 Online Parents
Evening opens at 6:00am

Our Year 7 Parents Evening will be taking place
on Thursday 16th May via video appointments
using SchoolCloud as the online platform. This is
an important evening that provides parents/
carers with an opportunity to discuss the
progress of their child with their teachers.

The appointment booking window will be open
between 6.00am on Tuesday 7th May and close
at 11:55pm on Friday 10th May.

Further details will be sent via My Child nearer
the time.

Year 7 Parents Evening Year 10 Chemistry

Year 10 students were
investigating temperature
changes during neutralisation:
a required practical. Year 10
measured 30cm3 of 2M HCl
and added it to a polystyrene
cup. They measured the
temperature initially. 5cm3 of
2M NaOH was then added and
the temperature change
measured. This was continued
until 40cm3 in total was
added. Students repeated the
experiment and calculated a
mean average change per
addition of NaOH. A graph
was plotted and the point of
neutralisation was identified. 
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