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Polesworth Matters 

 

On 21st November 1881, The Polesworth School welcomed 269 children 
into its care; 124 boys, 61 girls and 84 infants.  Today we stand at 1553 
students and we still occupy Tomlinson Hall, the original building from 
1881.  To commemorate this occasion, our tutors have lead tutor 
sessions looking at the history of the school, culminating in the selection 
of an item that best reflects the current time to them.  This item has then 
been placed in a time capsule which we have buried on the school site. 

We were joined on Monday 22nd November by the wife and son of Mr 
Moss, who was Headteacher at Polesworth when we celebrated our 100th 
Anniversary.  We were also joined by ex members of staff and current 
and past Governors of the School.  Maura Favell, Headteacher and Philip Hamilton, CEO of the Community 
Academies Trust, spoke about the school and its history before asking Mr Moss to join them in putting the last 
spadeful of earth around the capsule. 

Until recently, each Headteacher had maintained log books and punishment books which paint a picture of 
what life in a school was really like.  For example, in 1969, two boys were punished for stealing a guinea pig from 
Twycross Zoo during a school trip.  Furthermore, until whipping with a cane was made illegal in 1986, the main 
reason for caning a student was for insolence and disobedience. 

The log books that we have in our archive have been a revolution.  In some ways they serve to show that things 
in a school have not changed so much in 140 years.  They record absence, appointments, inspection visits, visits 
by other schools and key historical dates and events.  For example, they outline the role of Polesworth in 
welcoming evacuee children from Coventry during the Second World War.  Indeed Polesworth students helped 
out in the community during wartime and until the 1960’s pigs were kept on school grounds in pigsheds built 
by the students. 

The 3 Rs have now come to represent something completely different at Polesworth.  Rather than the original 
Reading, wRiting and aRithmatic as documented in the log books, they now represent the school ethos of Ready, 
Respectful and Responsible. 

At the time of opening, Queen Victoria was on the throne, women did not have the vote, cars did not exist, the 
school was lit by oil lamps and there would have been very few houses.  Arrival to and departure from the school 
would certainly have been very different. 

Despite the societal changes over the last 140 years, the role and purpose of education remains the same.  Every 
day we ensure that the students in our care are well-educated and well-rounded individuals wo are well 
prepared for life after school so that they can contribute effectively to society and lead successful lives. 

Polesworth students have truly been bitten by our time capsule bug.  Their ideas have been inventive, 
innovative, witty, poignant, funny, thought provoking and a true representation of life at Polesworth in 2021.  In 
another 140 years it would be interesting to be a fly on the wall when it is someone’s responsibility to reflect on 
280 years of The Polesworth School.  When they open the time capsule, how will they comment on the political, 
societal and economical agendas of our time and how well we handled them?  History is being written every 
minute of every hour of every day and we are the main characters. Polesworth students have done their 
absolute best to ensure that this snapshot of Polesworth in 2021 is both memorable and successful! 



 

 

This is the time of year when Year 13 students 
intending to progress to degree level study after 
completing their A Levels should be working on the 
UCAS applications. The majority of universities process 
students’ applications as soon as they receive them 
and therefore students who submit their forms well 
before the official UCAS deadline of 6.00pm on the 
26th January 2022 are much more likely to receive a 
conditional offer than those who leave it to the last 
minute!  
Applications are completed online and we have 
already sent off a significant number with many 
students already receiving offers of places. If your son 
or daughter is working on a university application, 
please encourage them to finalise their form in the 
next few weeks and be aware that the school deadline 
for submitting applications is the last day of this term 
in order to guarantee that they are sent to UCAS by 
the end of January. Once students complete their 
forms, we have to check them very carefully and 
attach our reference, all of which can take time. 
We have run a number of information sessions to 
support students in this process and Year 13 tutors are 
available for further information, help and guidance. 
Students can also book appointments with Mr Davis, 
our Careers Co-ordinator, for advice on writing the 
personal statement or they can see Mr Barber or me 
to check through their statements. 
 
Mrs Lynn Munn 
Director of Post-16 
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Follow this link to read an article on our 

Child Protection and  Safeguarding 
arrangements here at Polesworth. 

 
https://thepolesworthschool.com/

safeguarding-students-at-the-polesworth-
school/ 

 
Many thanks for your ongoing support 

Mrs J Howell 
Deputy Headteacher 

School  

Closed 

 

 
Exam certificates from this 
summer will be available to 
collect on the evenings of 
Wednesday 8th December 
and Thursday 6th January,  
4.15 pm – 6pm,  from main 

reception. 

Congratulations to Dylan Spearing who has been 

selected for the DPP programme with the Wasps. 

Congratulations to Hope Collard on 1st and 2nd in 

Open Taekwondo Competition. 

Congratulations to Corey Fox on selection for 

Tamworth Basketball squad. 

Congratulations to Sam Kind who won Player Of 

the Year for Atherstone Cricket Club. 

Congratulations to Lewis Price and Layton Faultless 

who have got through to the District rugby team. 

Congratulations to Harvey Taiwo, Lars Kirchoff-

Sleet and Jude Revell in U15 County Football 

Squad - we are the only school to have 3 players! 

-

U14 boys won 5-3 

U16 boys A team drew 4-4 

U16 boys B team lost. 
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